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Award-winning short story collection examines life in an increasingly 
alienated and cynical America with a diverse cast of characters who 
test the limits of longing and belonging. 
 
Navigating, negotiating, prevailing and enduring are necessary acts for modern 
Americans, who more and more frequently find themselves adrift in a sea of 
evolving or dissolving social norms and cultural traditions.  
 
In his award-winning new collection of fiction, City of Brotherly Love, longtime 
Philadelphian and English professor Ned Bachus creates what author Simone 
Zelitch calls “wise stories, beautifully crafted and full of heart,” that explore the 
notions of cohesion, longing and belonging. 
 
Bachus’s eleven stories introduce a variety of characters – from an exhausted labor 
and delivery nurse struggling to accept her conflicted Vietnam-era veteran to a 
divorced lawyer playing super dad to an aging waitress nursing a crush – whose 
inner struggles define their lives. Ultimately, their paralysis or survival hinges on 
how they respond to the people around them, and Bachus, called by author Caryl 
Johnston “a master of dialogue and what could be called sub-dialogue: pauses, 
innuendoes, inferences, zany transitions, non sequiturs and empty spaces” is at his 
best when his characters have to speak to each other. 
 
Bachus comments, “I go to my computer each morning because peeking into the 
fictional Philadelphia neighborhood I have mined for over twenty years usually 
reveals a character whose story holds me, and I’d rather follow his or her day than 
do almost anything else. I believe that the truer a fiction writer is to the particulars of 
a character, a community or a culture, the more likely one is to stumble occasionally 
upon the universal.”   
 
“How do we negotiate between what's inside us and the world outside? That is the 
central question of realistic day-to-day living and of these eleven honest and 
evocative stories.  What I know, and what you will find out, is that my life is 
variously enriched by reading Ned Bachus's superb stories.” - Sena Jeter Naslund, 
editor, author of Ahab's Wife  
 
City of Brotherly Love won the 2013 Independent Publisher (IPPY) Book 
Awards Gold Medal (tied) for Literary Fiction.  
 
For more information or to request media commentary, email 
nedbachus@yahoo.com or visit www.nedbachus.wordpress.com. 
 
AUTHOR: Born in Montreal and raised in Philadelphia, Ned Bachus served as 
counselor and English professor at his alma mater, Community College of 
Philadelphia, for thirty-eight years, where he received several teaching awards. Now 
living in Maine, he continues to perform lead vocals for the New Orleans-style 
“rhythm and roll” band Sacred CowBoys. 
 

 


